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Way of the Cross
with 15 stations

_____

Reaching the end of the tour through the museum the visitor arrives at the way of the
Cross with 15 stations. The following text was checked, corrected and recommended
by a catholic pastor.
Praying at the stations of the Cross reminds us of the suffering of Jesus Christ. By
sacrificing himself at the Cross Jesus has given life.
Therefore, the verse “The Cross is salvation, the Cross is life, the Cross is hope” is
sung in prayer. The verse is spoken either as introduction or completion of the prayer at
a station.
In most catholic churches there are depictions of the 14 stations of the Cross on the
side walls or windows. They illustrate the individual stations of the passion of Christ.,
starting with the judgement by Pontius Pilate and ending with the interment. In some
churches there can be a 15th station with the depiction of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. These stations are to be remembered in prayer individually. There also is a way
of the Cross for the adolescent Christians, that is often worshipped ecumenically.
A picture of the 15th station is shown at the end of this article.
The prayer of the stations of the Cross originates in Jerusalem. Christians followed the
locations and stations of the passion of Christ, their Lord and Savior, in prayer.
The prayer of the way of the Cross is a form of worship that is available to the
congregation members without supervision of the pastor. It is customary in many
congregations to commemorate the way of the Cross weekly during lent. During
Passion Week places or buildings in populated areas can be visited in prayer by the
congregation. At those places, individual stations will be depicted or described.

1. Jesus is condemned to death
2. Jesus takes up the Cross
3. Jesus falls for the first time

4. Jesus meets his mother, Mary
5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the Cross
6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

7. Jesus falls for the second time
8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
9. Jesus falls for the third time

10. Jesus is stripped of his garments
11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross
12. Jesus dies on the Cross

13. Jesus is taken down from the Cross
14. Jesus is laid in the tomb

15. Jesus has risen from the dead
The resurrection of Christ is the foundation of the faith for Christians. According to the
New Testament Jesus Christ, son of God, was risen from the dead on the third day
after his crucifixion and appeared in a bodily shape in front of his disciples.

The history of my Way of the Cross on display here.:
I estimate its manufacturing time around the end of the 19 th century.
The figures are not carved from wood but rather sculptured from a temporary clay
around a carcass made of wire. After that they were naturalized by a painter.
As far as I can trace back, they originate from a small town in France, although the
inscribed texts are in Spanish. Last owner was a woman whose husband had the
figures stored in the attic for several decades. As a matter of fact, he had offered me
the figures as a trade for a small lathe 45 years ago. A sale was never an option, due to
religious conviction. At that time, I could not convince myself to conduct the trade.
In 2011 I came up with the idea of installing the Way of the Cross on the staircase and
came back to his offer. His wife oversaw the trade and has come back to visit the Way
of the Cross at it’s new location several times since then.
The figures were still in a bad condition back then and were carefully restored by a
conservator from Frankfurt for more than half a year. After the restoration they were
placed on said staircase.

The Way of the Cross is illuminated by a marvelous glass chandelier. In between of the
sculptures of the Popes Francis and Benedict XVI there is an eight- or rather ninearmed Hannukah Menorah, a gift from a jewish family from Frankfurt. It was damaged
and I personally restored it before I placed it in front of a 300 year old statue of Jesus
Christ. It casts its light not only on the figurines, but also on a 80 year old model of a
cathedral that was carved from wood with beautiful details by carpenter. It was brought
to my exhibition by his great- great- granddaughter.
Two praying angels are facing towards the Way of the Cross behind the visitor.
It fills me with joy that I was able to save those 14 sculptures from decay by taking them
into my care.
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